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SELF DRIVE HIRE

SERPENT MOTORS
SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES …
VANS
ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS
10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS

01246 279920
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON,
CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS –
PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the
SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’.
If this causes any difficulty, please contact Bob Stone on 01246 568894 so that
other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at
anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to
arrange a drive at any suitable time.
It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if
not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend.
WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR
ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Merry Christmas
It is hard to believe that we are approaching another Christmas, as to me it doesn’t
seem 10 minutes since we were putting the Christmas tree away in January 2017. I
am told it is a sign of getting old when time flies by so quickly. I would like to thank
everyone who has contributed to the monthly Newsletter in 2017. It really does
Make my job easier if there are motoring related articles! I wish everyone a Merry
Christmas, and good health and happiness in 2018.
Please note that there will be no Newsletter in late December, the next one will be
late January 2018, closing date for articles Sunday 28th.
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TOO FAST FOR MYSELF
In October this year it was the 30th anniversary of my joining the IAM.
It is also the anniversary of my last speeding ticket. The day after passing
my test I took an early morning drive, standing in for a local taxi man who
had double booked himself. So I picked up a customer to take him to
Chesterfield Station for the early train to London (0615 am). Passing
through North Wingfield with no other road user in sight, up popped a
Panda car who clocked me doing 41mph in a 30mph area. What could I
say?? “I am an advanced driver” no way, so shamefully I took the booking
and paid the penalty. Since then I have been going straight, and often
wonder why I used to drive so fast, regardless of the speed limits. Now I
seem to have more time for the drive and am more aware of where I am
going, where I have been, and what’s around me.
One of the most common reasons people give for their speeding is that
they were running late to be somewhere. While delays are sometimes
beyond our control, wherever possible give yourself enough time to get to
your destination driving at or under the speed limit. Not only will the
temptation to speed diminish when you allow yourself more time, but so
will the chances of causing a speed-induced accident.
You may be a regular speeder without realising it. While speedometers
are generally calibrated to show you travelling faster than you really are,
and some speedos on old cars become less accurate over time. Ask your
tyre fitter to check your speedo’s calibration. If you have a GPS car
navigation system, compare the speed readout on the screen against
your car’s reading: the GPS reading is more reflective of your true speed.
This system is just an approximate guide, however, and as it is not fool
proof, the better option is to have your speedo checked.
If you’ve been zapped by a police camera whilst speeding, then it might
have knock-on effects on the price of your car insurance.
If you don’t speed, then detection cameras are an irrelevance in your life.
If you do get caught, take the experience and learn from it.”
Selwyn Gough, President
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“Morning Ray” said Bob, “looks like you have a flat tyre “. “Don’t tell
me” grumbled Ray, “I’m fed up, terrible, DESPAIR”, “Oh it’s not as bad
as all that” replied Bob. “Oh yes it is” said Ray, “DESPAIR is flat as
well”.

Advanced driver and rider courses: now with 10% off
Our advanced driver and rider course gift voucher packs are available now with a
10% saving at just £134 instead of the usual £149 price until the week before
Christmas – what could be better as a Yuletide gift? Order now for guaranteed preChristmas delivery to you. The gift vouchers can be activated at any time over the
next 12 months. You can order by calling 0300 303 1134 and using the code GV10.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Some thank you’s are due ……………………
Thanks to Kathy Beninati and Paul Daly for organising the
lunches this year which are enjoyed by all. Even if some of
the meals don’t get rave reviews, the company is always
good!
Thanks also to Anita Kinder, Julie and Sil for dealing with the
refreshments on Social nights.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

RAFFLE PRIZES - Don’t forget, if you have some unwanted gifts now or after
Christmas, they would be welcome for use in our raffle at socials. Thank You
very much.
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Inside job
Months of air conditioning and dust builds up a grimy layer on the inside of the
windscreen, so spend a couple of minutes getting it really clean. Use a window
cleaning fluid, newspaper or a microfibre cloth. A squeaky clean surface will
eliminate glare from the low autumn sun and greatly reduce the likelihood of the
screen misting up. Carefully clean the rear screen so that you don’t damage the
heater elements and you’ll save having to put the heated rear window on so much,
which can cost two or three mpg while it’s on, says Tim Shallcross, IAM RoadSmart
head of technical policy.
Wipers:
If you get that horrible squeaking noise, it’s time to change the wiper blades. When
the new blades sweep the screen in efficient, rain clearing silence, you’ll be grateful
you did. On icy days always check that your wipers are not frozen to the glass.
Attempting to get them moving can blow a fuse or damage the motors, just adding
to your woes. The same problem can sometimes affect electric wing mirrors. If
really low temperatures are forecast don’t fold them in the night before.
Washer bottle:
Ready-mixed washer fluid can be an expensive convenience; it’s typically £5 or so
for five litres – more at motorway service areas – and most of it is just tap water.
Many supermarkets sell concentrated fluid which will dilute to make at least 20
litres for less cost, even more when the weather’s mild and there’s no risk of the
washers freezing. Alternatively shop online, but don’t be tempted by hi-tech
sounding premium priced products or the very expensive “specially developed for X
make of car.” On cold days, don’t use the washers until you feel warm air coming
out of the heater, otherwise the spray may freeze on your windscreen leaving you
driving blind.
Frost and ice:
Many cars now have heated windscreens and don’t the rest of us envy them on
frosty mornings! If there’s no magic windscreen defrost switch in your car, buy a
custom made ice blanket or just cover the screen the night before with a sheet. Do
not use newspapers for this as they tend to disintegrate into a soggy mush. Invest
in a good quality ice scraper and a few tins of de-icing spray and, most importantly
give yourself that extra ten minutes to get the car ready to go. Clear the whole
screen, not just a letter box area in front of the driver. A badly cleared screen is
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dangerous and is an offence. Thre points and a hefty fine can be the reward for
skimping.
While you scrape and spray you can have the engine running with the heater set to
maximum demist. But cars are at their most polluting and wasteful when cold, so
you won’t be doing the environment or your wallet any good. As soon as the
windows are clear, drive off. It is illegal to leave a car running unattended as well as
being a huge temptation for the casual thief. Most insurance companies may not
pay out if you make it easy for someone to steal your vehicle.
Damp:
Clear damp or snowy boots and coats out of the car when you get home – if you
leave them in overnight the water will evaporate and condense on the inside of all
the windows. It’ll take ages to clear and the car will feel damp and miserable for
your morning commute. Even leaving them in the boot will make the windows wet
and foggy, so get them indoors where they’ll dry out properly.
Bob
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News about the CEO position
from Ken Keir, Chairman
Sarah Sillars
It was agreed at the time of Sarah’s appointment as CEO that she would
leave after three years in the role. I wish now to inform you that she will be
relinquishing her position with effect from 4 May 2018. As I am sure you will
agree, Sarah has done a remarkable job for us in the necessary change of
the IAM by focusing and improving dramatically the following:










Customer focus (particularly a younger profile)
Rebranding (now IAM RoadSmart)
Communications and awareness
Organisation and improved management
Relationship with the groups
Research and standards
Bringing IAM RoadSmart back to the table of influence on road safety
Improvement of the balance sheet
Relocation of the offices to Welwyn Garden City

We have started the interview process for a new CEO and whoever we
appoint will inherit the good platform established by Sarah which in turn will
give us the opportunity of developing IAM RoadSmart as a major influence
on road safety. We will keep you updated as progress towards the new
appointment develops.
Best regards, Ken Keir, Chairman, IAM RoadSmart
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10 of us enjoyed a very nice
lunch at Arrow Farm
Steetley in November.

A good attendance at the
November Social meant it
was a busy time in the
kitchen at St Thomas’s
Centre.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
AUDITOR REQUIRED - CAN YOU HELP?
Due to ill health the person who normally audits our accounts at the yearend is no longer able to continue. Therefore we are looking for someone to
audit our accounts at least for this year and possibly ongoing. The task is
not too onerous, just checking that all transactions are accounted for.
If you are interested or would like further information, please contact Jeff
Snape on 07885 746371. Jeff Snape, Treasurer.
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NOTICE of GROUP AGM
Notice is hereby given by order of the Group Committee that the 42nd Annual
General Meeting of the Chesterfield Group of Advanced Motorists is to be held at
St Thomas’s Church, Chatsworth Road, Brampton, Chesterfield on Thursday
January 18th 2018 starting at 7.45pm.
The AGM is to enable the trustees of the Group (Charity number 1017471) to
present for approval the Annual Report and Accounts for the year 2017, and for
election of the 2018 Committee.
All members and friends are invited to attend but only fully paid up members of the
IAM and Group will be eligible to vote.
Election of 2018 Committee
In accordance with our past practice, all committee members will be retiring and
therefore all posts are open for nomination.
Committee Posts to be elected are ;
Chair / Vice Chair / Secretary / Treasurer / Membership Secretary / Social
Secretary / Guidance Officer / Observer Training Officer / Public Relations
Officer / Associate Liaison Officer / Webmaster, plus additional committee
members without portfolio.
Should you be interested in standing for any post the Secretary holds outline Job
Descriptions for all posts, please contact him for a copy.
Nomination forms are available from the Secretary. Please submit nominations to
the Secretary before the start of the meeting.
Secretary, Bob Stone, 5 Clifford Close, Chesterfield S40 3PP.
01246-568894, 0770-447-1083 – email: Robjstone@aol.com
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Many congratulations to
Alvey Street on passing his
test on 7 November 2017.
His Observer was Roger
Bates.

Chris Knowles, who passed
his test on 13 October,
receiving his Certificate
from his Observer, Bob
Stone.

Future Dates: - January 2018
Sunday 7th
Wednesday 10th
Saturday 13th
Thursday 18th
Tuesday 30th

Guidance, 9.30 am
Lunch at The Harvester, Derby Road (nr Cineworld) 1pm
Guidance, 9.30 am
A.G.M./Social, St Thomas’s Centre, 7.45 pm
Committee Meeting, Library Café, 7.30 pm

What’s wrong? – Vine shows fir leaves.
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DECEMBER 2017
Sunday 3

rd

Sainsbury’s Car Park 9.30
a.m

Guidance

NO SATURDAY GUIDANCE IN DECEMBER
Wednesday 6

th

Christmas Lunch at the Young
Vanish, £5 deposit required by
Kathy Beninati by 1 December

Young Vanish
Glapwell S44 5NB
1 p.m.

Wednesday 6

th

Matlock IAM – Gordon May talking
about his overland trip to Vietnam
by motorcycle

7.30 pm Whitworth
Centre, Darley Dale.

Christmas Social,
Pie and Pea Supper, quizzes,
raffle, and general frivolity etc.
Christmas cheer, jumpers and hats
- compulsory!

7.30 pm, St Thomas’
Centre, Brampton

Thursday 14

th

Please let Sil Kinder know if you
are coming by 30 November,
with £5 deposit

No committee meeting in December
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