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SELF DRIVE HIRE

SERPENT MOTORS
SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS
ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS
10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS

01246 279920
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON,
CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS –
PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the
SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’.
If this causes any difficulty, please contact Bob Stone on 01246 568894 so that
other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at
anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to
arrange a drive at any suitable time.
It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if
not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend.
WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR
ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Following Selwyn Gough standing down as President, Mike Dickerson has
kindly agreed to take on this role again.
We send our best wishes to Selwyn for the future.
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BITS AND PIECES
Looking through some old motoring magazines in an effort to downsize a
lifetime’s collection, I came across a mag called “The Motor” (London Show
Guide 1957) and thought it could be interesting to share some snippets with
you.
A few prices for you.....this mag was one shilling (5p), a Standard 8HP was
£616, a Citroen DS 19 (one of the prettiest cars ever made) £1,726, a Sprite
Alpine caravan £280, BUT an EKCO radio was a whopping 20 guineas (£21).
An Austin Healey 100 six 2.6 litre, £1144 ( I’ll have a dozen please!), Ford
Thunderbird £1871, a Jaguar XK 150 convertible £1195 (another dozen
please ) BMW 501 Limousine £1377 , a Ford Consul £818, Mercedes-Benz
180 Saloon £1793, a VW Saloon £653, a concrete Standard Garage – from
£48, or £9 weekly! Wooden Garages from £29. Plenty of bargains then, but
let’s not forget the average weekly wage was about £9, and an average
house price for this area was £2021!!!!
Did you know.......When you register a personalised number plate to a
vehicle, you need to tell your insurer as the number is attached to the car and
not the person who purchased it. In the event of a “write off” or being stolen,
and not recovered, the number plate dies with the vehicle, as both the vehicle
and the number plate belong to the insurer on payment of the claim.
Did you know......You can get points for:
Dirty number plates, or light not working at night, or not correct size or font or
spacing.
Splashing pedestrians
Driving with an unsecured pet
Flashing headlights to warn others of speed traps
Driving without glasses, if needed
Using an unsecured sat nav
Using the horn when stationary unless alerting danger
Not updating your address on your driving licence
Probably more next month......... Mike Dickerson
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MATLOCK QUIZ 6 March 2018
Five of us made up a team at the Matlock IAM Annual Quiz, held at the Whitworth
Centre, Darley Dale. The team consisted of Sil Kinder, Bob Stone, Dom Booth, Rosie
and Yvonne and we were the ‘Chesterfield A-Team’!
Thankfully the snow had gone by then so none of us were hampered by difficult
journeys. There were 5 teams taking part altogether. Kevin Knight was Quizmaster
Extraordinaire this time and tested our knowledge with different subjects. The 20
questions on 60’s music went straight over the heads of Dom and Rosie of course,
but the other 3 of us did reasonably well on this subject! I think on average we got
13 out of 20 for most of the rounds, but sadly we came last! Bill Storey’s team won
(FIX!), and prizes duly handed out to the runners up as well.
Thanks to Matlock IAM for letting us join them for a fun evening.



The new ‘Feathers’ have arrived and hopefully will bring more
attention to the caravan on Guidance days and outdoor events.



Two summer events to put in the diary:
Renishaw Classic Car and Bike Show – Wednesday 13 June
Ashover Car Show
- Sunday 22 July



It would be great if more of you could see your way to receiving the
Newsletter by email. We have managed to reduce the hard copies
we send out and thanks to those who have agreed to receive them
the email way, but postage, printing and stationery costs can still take
a dip into funds so please consider having email as your preferred
delivery method. Thank You.
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Feeling car-less ……….
Last year, around October/November time, I decided to try to sell my Alfa Romeo
Mito because I wanted to get back to an automatic. I missed having an auto more
than I thought I would. Anyway, I put an ad on a popular car sales website for two
weeks and despite lots of views there were no calls to come and view it. Bob then
decided that he would ‘properly’ retire in February 2018. Christmas went by, and
then we had a two week holiday in early February. A couple of weeks after getting
back, I decided that as Bob was retiring we should be able to manage with one
vehicle. I therefore put the Alfa on the car sales website again. It went ‘live’ on 8
March and after a couple of days I had an enquiry asking if it was still for sale. A day
or two after that the chap asked if he could come and view it. He came on 17th, with
his Dad, (who also had an Alfa), looked it over and asked a few questions and Bob
went out with him for a run. He came back, said he loved it and paid cash for it
there and then. It all happened pretty quick – and because when I first put it up for
sale and got no enquiries, I thought it would be the same story again. But, now ‘Alf’
has gone from Chesterfield and is happily (I hope) living in Newport Pagnell.
On Sunday, a day after it went, I suddenly realised that I had already arranged three
things for Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. So the car juggling started! Bob
usually plays snooker Monday afternoons and I had a physio appointment at the
Royal. Tuesday or Wednesday he plays golf, and I had a meeting to go to Tuesday
afternoon and the No 91 bus doesn’t go near the place I needed to be. I also had a
physio appointment on Saltergate on Wednesday. I am quite happy to hop on the
bus and flex my Gold Card to get into town but hiking uphill to Saltergate – no, life is
too short. I thought it would be easy car sharing and we could save money in the
process, but already I am feeling a loss of independence after just a week. Plus,
when I rang to cancel my car insurance, I had to pay THEM £45! I will get a bit of a
refund, but even so …………….
We will have to synchronise our diaries more often, or maybe a couple of months
down the line I will be out hunting for a little automatic run around.
Yvonne, Editor
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Talk by Hardyl Dhindsa
Chesterfield Advanced Motorist group was
very pleased to welcome the Police & Crime
Commissioner for Derbyshire, Hardyal
Dhindsa, at the February social evening who
had been invited by our Social Secretary, Sil
Kinder.
Hardyal arrived in Derbyshire at the age of
nine, having travelled to England from the
Punjab, north India, in 1967. He became the
first person in his family to go to university
when he left home to study psychology at
University College of North Wales, in Bangor.
Since graduating he has had a varied career including working as an
Assistant Psychologist in the NHS. He qualified as a Social Worker from the
London School of Economics in 1985 and has 30 years’ experience as a
Probation Officer, Practitioner and Strategic Manager in a Criminal Justice
Agency, overseeing a £22million budget and 500 personnel. He has been a
senior elected Labour member of Derby City Council; holding key Cabinet
posts for over 20 years. This background gave him ideal qualities to become
a candidate for the role of Police & Crime Commissioner.
Hardyal was elected as Derbyshire’s 2nd Police & Crime Commissioner(PCC)
in May 2016 having been deputy Commissioner to Alan Charles, the first PCC
of Derbyshire, since 2013. He explained that the role of the PCC is designed
to bring communities and the police closer together.
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Some of the key features involved are to:


Hold the Chief Constable to account



Set the force budget and council tax precept



Regularly talking to communities



Commissioning services of partners to deliver community safety
services



Set and update the Police and Crime Plan

The Commissioner is elected as the 'voice of the people’ although only 24%
of the total eligible voters casted their vote. I think that because this is a new
role people did not really understand what they were voting for.
Hardyal plans to visit to visit all of the 383 towns and villages in Derbyshire in
order to reach out to the county’s varied geographical communities during
his 4-year term of office. He is keen to understand what local people want to
make them feel safer and how they can do things differently to improve their
experience of policing. Hardyal’s tour progress can be found on Twitter via:
#D383. Hardyal is very approachable and said he will attend any public
meeting to explain his role and to meet community members.
Hardyal told us about the New Police and Crime Plan which has 7 Strategic
objectives. Details of this plan can be found on the website.
He is determined to assist those with mental health issues, including those
with learning difficulties, who come into contact with the criminal justice
system and said that it is important that whether they are a victim or an
offender they get the right support, from the right agencies at the right time.
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He is also determined to develop strategies to reduce the impact of drugs
and alcohol throughout the county and will continue to work with all
partners, licensing authorities and stakeholders to create long-lasting
solutions to reduce anti-social behaviour. He will also work with other
agencies to tackle issues such as road safety and parking in order to improve
residents’ quality of life.
He told us about Derbyshire Alert which is a community messaging service
launched in September 2016. Once you register you will receive news and
appeals, local crime information and prevention advice to your email
account. You can also give feedback on issues. I have been registered since
it started and find the service useful and interesting particularly the updates
on the latest scams that we can be exposed to. You can sign up for this
service at www.derbyshirealert.co.uk.
Hardyal answered a variety of questions from the audience both during and
after his excellent talk and we certainly had a very enjoyable evening
Michele Young ,
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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March Lunch at the White Hart, Calow.

Chris Knowles and his
beefy burger.

Michele in the picture for a change
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Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) receipts should go towards fixing local roads as well as
funding motorway and major highway repairs, the RAC says. The organisation
has urged the government to come up with a long-term plan to improve the
condition of all UK roads, after the Annual Local Authority Road Maintenance
(ALARM) survey warned that 24,400 miles of essential road maintenance is
needed in the next year.
The RAC has advised the DfT must now ring-fence further funding for smaller local
roads, claiming this could raise enough money to “make proper, lasting repairs”.
The survey – which was produced by the Asphalt Industry Alliance – also found
that local authorities face an average £3.3 million shortfall between the mone y they
receive and the amount needed for repairs. Because of this, even with the
required funding it will take an estimated 14 years just to get roads back to a
‘reasonable steady state’.
RAC head of roads policy Nicholas Lyes said: “This latest report clearly highlights
that the shortfall between what councils need to fix the roads, and the cash they
actually have at their disposal, is as enormous as ever. “In just two years’ time,
motorways and major roads will enjoy ring-fenced funding from Vehicle Excise
Duty receipts. If just a fraction of existing fuel duty revenue was ring-fenced
specifically for local roads, over just a few years enough could be raised to allow
councils to make proper, lasting repairs that are fit for the 21st century.
“As things stand, all road users are faced with the prospect of road surfaces falling
into an even worse state making for increasingly uncomfortable, expensive and, in
some cases, downright dangerous journeys. It’s time for some fresh thinking when
it comes to finally getting on top of Britain’s pothole problem. Short term funding
and creating pots by which local authorities can bid for cash doesn’t appear to be
addressing the root cause of the problem.”
The survey also found that a one-off sum of £9.31 billion would be needed to get
roads back into a reasonable condition, with £72.3 million going to each local
authority in England, £14.6 million going to London and £27.4 million to Wales.
Rick Green, Chairman of the AIA, said: “We accept that there is no magic wand to
wave, nor is there a bottomless pot of money to tap into. There are difficult choices
to be made at both local and national level but the government needs to provide
adequate funding for a well maintained and safe local road network if it wants to
support communities and drive economic growth.”

Excerpts from Article taken from the RAC website, March 2018.
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APRIL 2018

Sunday 1st

Guidance – Happy Easter

9.30 am Sainsburys Car
Park

Saturday 7th

Guidance

9.30 am Sainsburys Car
Park

Wednesday 11th

Lunch Group

The Wheatsheaf,
Baslow DE45 1SR
1 p.m.

Thursday 19th

No information at time of going
to press.

Tuesday 24th

Committee Meeting

7.30 pm St Thomas’
Centre, Chatsworth
Road.
7.30 pm Chesterfield
Library Café.

Future Dates: - May 2018
Guidance
Guidance
Lunch Group
Social
Committee Meeting

Sunday 6th
Saturday 12th
Wednesday 9th
Thursday 17th
Tuesday 29th

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1017471
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