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SELF DRIVE HIRE

SERPENT MOTORS
SMALL CARS … FAMILY CARS … MINI BUSES … VANS
ESTABLISHED FOR OVER 30 YEARS
10% DISCOUNT TO IAM MEMBERS

01246 279920
OLD ROAD, BRAMPTON,
CHESTERFIELD S40 2QZ

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS –
PLEASE attend the forthcoming Sunday &/or Saturday guidance sessions at the
SAINSBURYS CAR PARK as listed in ‘What’s On’.
If this causes any difficulty, please contact Bob Stone on 01246 568894 so that
other arrangements can be made. New joiners are welcome to come along at
anytime during the morning for a free assessment drive, or you can phone Ray to
arrange a drive at any suitable time.
It is a fundamental part of your on-going training that you attend at least one, if
not both of the guidance sessions each month. So please try to attend.
WE THANK THE MANAGEMENT OF SAINSBURY’S SUPERMARKET FOR
ALLOWING US TO USE THEIR CAR PARK FOR OUR GUIDANCE SESSIONS
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Richard Pearce who passed his test on 22 March.
His Observer was Bob Stone.
Also congratulations to Paul Bradley who passed on 16 April.
His Observer was Bob Stone.
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May news .

From the President

You may have read in last month’s newsletter that I have agreed to be your President
again......but only until someone else would like to take the position. I hate to see a
vacant sign, or an empty shop in a town centre – it somehow is sad and it is not
uplifting, and we could all do with a bit of that!
You may recall a recent article where I asked for a comparison between speedometer
and GPS speeds – well, I had the fortune to be in a fairly recent Ford with a “nonstandard” Ton Tom sat nav. As I was not driving I was able to make some observations
at various speeds, and here are my results:
At an indicated steady 70mph the GPS showed 65mph, giving a discrepancy of
approximately 7%, so 76mph indicated would be the true 70. This understate was
constant all through the speed range with a true speed of 30mph giving an indicated
32mph. I still need much more data, so if you have done any sums, please let me know.
Thank you.
This winter, especially during the snowy period, I got to wondering about those cars
which are all-electric. What happens if they become stranded over night, or even
longer, as has happened, and the batteries are used for heating and illumination. If the
batteries were getting ready for the nightly recharge, then there could be a real threat
that there would not be enough charge to get to the nearest charging station on
“release” when the road opened again. Has anyone any knowledge or views on this?
New rules regarding the MOT come into force in late May – the main concern seems to
be that if your car fails the test, you cannot legally drive it, even if you have some days
left on your last year’s certificate as the result of your “fail” is immediately “on line” for
the police if they run a check on your car. The only place you can drive to is to an
appointment for repairs, which is not as convenient as having up to a month to put
things right. Do you know any different?
Finally may I thank the Committee for asking me to be President again, I shall do my
best to fulfil the role.

More next month....Stay safe and happy
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Mike.

Learner drivers to get motorway tuition from June 2018
The Government has announced that learner drivers will be allowed on motorways
from 4 June this year – a move road safety charity IAM RoadSmart has welcomed as
‘common sense’ and could save countless lives.
An announcement from the DVSA in March says learner drivers will be able to take
driving lessons on motorways in England, Scotland and Wales from Monday 4 June.
Learners will need to be accompanied by an approved driving instructor and driving
a car fitted with dual controls. Motorways lessons will be voluntary and it will be up
to the driving instructor to decide when the learner driver is competent enough for
them.
IAM RoadSmart, the UK’s biggest independent road safety charity, has long called
for this move to be made. A consultation was launched at the end of 2016, and the
plans drawn up in August 2017. The announcement today of the date of
implementation is the final step to the idea finally coming to fruition.
Neil Greig, IAM RoadSmart director of policy and research, said: “IAM RoadSmart
strongly welcomes this common sense change to the law on motorway driving.
“It has never made sense to us that new drivers on our most important roads
learned how to use them by trial and potentially fatal error. The government’s
insistence on the use of approved instructors and dual controlled cars is a welcome
safeguard that will ensure consistent levels of training and a proper phased
introduction to motorway driving skills.
“Delays and injuries caused by driver error blight our motorways and with new
systems such as smart motorway being widely introduced, it is vital that the level of
knowledge and skill among motorways users is improved to keep our key economic
routes flowing.
Any current drivers who feel the need to refresh their skills or
improve their confidence and enjoyment on the motorway can take an IAM
RoadSmart motorway module.”
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Lunch group at the Wheatsheaf, Baslow, April 2018.
Thanks to Colin Wilkinson for the photograph.

Chesterfield Canal Boat Trip,
Wednesday 6 June.

A canal boat trip has been reserved for Wednesday 6th June, leaving at 1 p.m.
from the Hollingwood Hub. The cost will be £8.30 each and the trip will last
2 hours, passing through 2 locks.
There are, at the time of writing, 4 places left. You are welcome to bring
your own picnic lunch, or the café can provide buffets at £5.95 for
tea/coffee, cakes etc. For £6.95 they do tea/coffee, sandwiches, cake,
sausage roll, etc. If you wish to go on the trip please let Paul Daly know as
soon as possible (phone number on page 2) and whether you require
catering from the Hub Café.
The cut off date is 30th May.
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April Social –
The History of the Orient Express.

Keith Booker gave us an interesting talk about the history of the Orient
Express, supported by many photographs. This included the restoration
work which was done in the 1970’s. The restoration of the carriages was
compared to the time and effort people put into restoring historic cars.
A few of us were tempted after seeing the photos of the luxurious and
sumptuous interiors and talk of the wonderful food available, but sadly the
cost of a 24 hour trip is rather prohibitive!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

NEXT SOCIAL THURSDAY 17TH MAY,
LIZ WHITEMAN FROM DERBY DRIVEABILITY
PLEASE TRY TO ATTEND.

7

MAY 2018
Sunday 6th

Guidance

Sainsburys Car Park,
9.30 am

Wednesday 9th

Lunch Group, 1 p.m.

Clay Cross Snooker
Centre, Derby Road,
Clay Cross, S45 9AG

Saturday 12th

Guidance

Sainsburys Car Park,
9.30 am

Thursday 17th

Social

Liz Whiteman from
Derby DriveAbility

Tuesday 29th

Committee Meeting

Chesterfield Library
Café, 7.30 p.m.

Future Dates: - June 2018
Guidance:
Canal Trip
NO SOCIAL IN JUNE
Committee Meeting

Sunday 3rd, Saturday 9th
Wednesday 6th
Tuesday 26th

REGISTERED CHARITY NUMBER 1017471
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